
Word Study 
 
 
What is word Study? 
 
Word Study is Loudoun County’s spelling program.  The words are not meant to be memorized in the 
traditional sense of a “spelling test.”  Instead, the focus is on the spelling features of a particular set of words. 
Each week the words will change based on developmental spelling features.  Each set of words will have 2-5 
“headers” that define the spelling pattern of the week.  Your child will have been introduced to their word study 
headers and words in class on Tuesday and will keep the words for TWO weeks.  Additionally, they will 
complete word study activities each day in class and have a quiz every other Thursday. 
 
In order to get to know all first grade students, we will rotate students to different classrooms within the first 
grade to provide support for targeted word study skills.  Students will rotate T/TH for 20-30 minutes and then 
return to their own classrooms.  We are looking forward to getting to know all of our first grade students!  
 

1. Students will receive an extra copy of their word study words that they will bring home with them. 
These words are sorted according to the headers at the top of the paper.  Students will come home 
with their word study paper to keep at home on the day they recieve it, usually Tuesday but not always.  
 

2. These words are to be cut out at home and will STAY at home.  We have another set for our 
classroom.  
 

3. Please be aware that at home students may have difficulty knowing what to do because we have not 
had significant practice with them when they first start a new word list and especially in October when 
we are just beginning our word study journey. This will improve as we work on word study in school. 
 

4. When students are writing their word study words at home, the focus is on the feature.  They are not 
expected to spell the entire word correctly.  They should however, include features that they practiced 
and/or mastered before their current feature.  For example, if your child is working on ending sounds, 
they should also have the beginning sound correct, since that is a prerequisite. 
 

5. Students should always first sort and say their words.  After, they can choose a word study activity that 
can be found in their green sight word folder.  
 

6. A great extension activity at home is for students to search for other words that also follow those word 
features in their books and kids newspapers.  This helps them to make the connection between writing 
and reading. 
 

7. Please let me know if you have any questions once word study comes home.  I know it sounds 
confusing before you see it but it will make more sense once we get rolling! 

 
YAY! Word Study! 


